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power which he gathered to himself in an un-
wavering crescendo for seven years that smote the
greater minds with fear. Deputies, sightseers
servants, and secretaries from abroad may have
been overwhelmed by his splendour, as were the
crowds who formed in the English streets to watch
him pass ; but there is little of all this in the major
correspondence of the day. That was more
deeply and indignantly concerned with the power
that he wielded over a monarch, the secret trea-
ties that were being made by him among the
kings of Europe, and the audacity with which he
would hold up an envoy of the first importance
while he wrangled with the Pope over a Cardinal's
hat. Nevertheless, Wolsey had a mob mind ; and
he probably thought that he could sway the mind
of men like Warham and More by material
display.

So, in the short peace of the year 1520, he
resolved to extend his magnificence over the Con-
tinent and hold a pageant in Europe that should
impress it as much as the alliance with France
had impressed England. The new treaty was to
be a lasting one ; and it should be exposed to the
whole world in a magnificent array of colour,
trumpets, and all that the heraldry of two coun-
tries could devise. They would meet upon the
Field of the Cloth of Gold in all the magnificence
that each country could muster. It was to be as
splendid as a tournament between two countries
dedicated to the celebration of peace; and